TROUBLE SHOOTING GUIDE

SYMPTOM

CAUSE

SOLUTION

Unpleasant Odor

Food overload

Not enough air
circulation - too wet

Unsuitable materials

Gently stir contents, stop
adding food waste

Add fresh bedding, check
drainage holes to see if
clogged; drill more if needed

Check for meat or pet feces
and remove

Worms Leaving

Too acidic (too many
citrus peels and
coffee grounds)

Add a little lime or egg shells
and cut back on acidic waste

Not burying food or

Secure lid, bury scraps in

Fruit Flies overloading bin bedding, cover worms and
bedding with a sheet of plastic
Worms Dying Not enough food Bury food in bedding
Not enough air Flip bedding on bottom to top
Too dry Moisten until slightly damp
Too wet Add dry bedding
Too hot Put in cool, shady spot
Bedding is eaten Harvest worm compost, add
(worms living in fresh bedding
castings)
Mold growing Too much food and Put in cool spot, add dry

too warm

material and stop feeding

For additional solutions, refer to "Worms Eat My Garbage”

This guide was reproduced with permission from the Compost Module
addendum to the Eco Education Program, Ministry of Environment, Lands and
Parks, provided by the School Compost Education Group.
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