




 

 

      Marine  
       News 
             Doug Gregory 

 

            Horticulture 
               News 
             Kim Gabel 

     Kim attended the 
Master Gardener 
State Conference in 
Coral Springs, FL last 
month, along with 
Master Gardeners 
Jeri Michalak, Darla 
Williams, and Karen 
Strobel. 
     Kim was invited by the University 
of Florida alumni social group to 
speak to 10 sorority sisters on “What’s 
the Problem?” regarding plants, fertil-
izers, insects and  
diseases. 
     She set up a composting and rain 
barrel booth at four R4 events in Key 
West, Big Pine Key, Marathon, and 
Key Largo, with 14 Master Gardeners 
educating 125 homeowners about 
Florida Friendly landscaping  
practices. 
     Kim set up a horticulture education 
booth at the Key West Garden Club 
Plant Sale which was attended by 110 
clientele and 6 Master Gardeners. 
     She educated 25 Gerald Adams 
after school gardeners at two classes 
about snickers bush and vermiculture. 
     Kim attended a board meeting of 
the GLEE/Key West Community  
Gardening group to discuss  
communal areas garden design. 
     She attended a Polycom in-service 
training for Best Management      
Practices (BMP) and Fertilizer       
Ordinances. 
    Kim and 11 Monroe County Master    
Gardeners conducted four Regional 
Plant Clinics, helping 23 people with 
their plant/insect problems. 
     She proctored pesticide exams in 
public health (1), advanced public 
health (1), and CORE exam (1). 
     Kim updated her blog, Florida 
Keys Landscape Advisor, with two 
articles: “Oleander, Gumbo Limbos & 
Buttonwoods: Are they 
galling you?” and 
“Tomato Varieties to 
try in the Florida 
Keys.” 
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     Doug completed teaching the 
“Installing Photovoltaic Systems” 
course at the Florida Keys Community 
College, with 14 of the 16 students  
successfully completing the class. The 
next class is scheduled for February 
2009. 
     He participated in a telephone/
webinar on how the 2008 National 
Electrical Code pertains to photovoltaic 
systems. 
     Doug provided State and County 
fishery statistics to the County’s Office 
of Management and Budget (OMB) for 
inclusion in the Stan Mayfield Working 
Waterfront Grant proposal to obtain the 
Gulf Seafoods property. He also  
participated in discussions with County 
staff and the County Administrator on 
the potential benefits of making the Gulf 
Seafoods property a public access 
commercial fishing facility. He testified 
before the Monroe County Board of 
County Commissioners in support of 
submitting the grant proposal. 

     Doug was invited as a panelist at 
the Sanctuary Advisory Council’s  
Everglades Ecosystem Restoration 
Workshop in Tavernier where he  
presented information on the impacts of 
water flow on the Tortugas pink shrimp 
fishery. 
     He completed a two-day in-service 
training for County Extension Directors’ 
in Gainesville. 
     Doug initiated planning with the  
Florida Keys Commercial Fishermen’s 
Association  
regarding  
preparation for the 
2009 Florida Keys 
Seafood Festival. 
 

      Alicia participated in the Upper 
Keys GLEE R4 Fair held at the Key 
Largo Community Park. The primary 
aim of this green event was to  
educate the 100 people in attendance 
on the benefits of reducing, reusing, 
recycling and rot (compost). 
     She developed business planning 
workshops for local non-profits      
including board development and 
strategic planning. These workshops 
were attended via Polycom at three 
locations in Key Largo, Marathon, and 
Key West through the First State 
Bank system. 
     Alicia participated in the Keyswide 
Sustain-Ability Project (KSAP)  
quarterly meeting which focused on 
implementing the 4Rs (Reduce,  
Reuse, Recycle, Rot) and how these 
practices can benefit our local  
communities. The meeting centered 
on trash and recycling in an all day 
summit held at the Marathon  
Government Center. The morning 
session featured updates from the 
federal level to the local level. 
     In addition, Alicia worked with 
three community organizations that 
involved Leadership Training  
Internships, High School Financial 
Literacy, and Community Resource 
Development. 
     She also took two in-service  
trainings to better understand the 
State and Federal reporting  
requirements. Six Monroe County 
teachers are continuing to offer the 
High School Financial Literacy  
education coordinated by her. 
    Alicia continues to work on an audit 
process for County operations in   
order to reduce greenhouse gases 
and municipal spending on energy 
and waste. This process will allow 
administrators to analyze the cost 
benefits of operations and policies. 
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QUARTERLY CONTACTS 

                 Sept           Oct         Nov Total 

    Phone calls    375            429         431 1235 
 

    Office visitors      28              40           38   106 

    Visits to clients     27              27           26    80 

    Group teachings     20              32           13    65 

         Participants   169            471         312   952 

    Media materials     14                6             8    28 

    Bulletins distributed   510            356         440 1306 

    TOTAL contacts 1143          1361       1268 3772 

The Florida Keys 
Commercial  
Fishermen’s  
Association and  
Extension staff are  
gearing up for the 
2009 Florida Keys 
Seafood Festival  
scheduled for  
Saturday, 
January 17, 2009.  

To see pictures of last year’s Florida Keys Seafood  
Festival, log onto our Seafood Fest Photo Web Page  

http://monroe.ifas.ufl.edu/3rd_annual_florida_keys_seafood.htm 

Sponsors and Vendors wanted 
for the 4th Annual Florida Keys Seafood 
Festival, January 17, 2009, Bayview Park  

To download an application, log onto 
http://monroe.ifas.ufl.edu/environment/env_seafood_fest.shtml  

or call Vicki at 305-872-9026  
or the Extension Office at 305-292-4501 

www.fkcfa.org 

Patti’s Buoy’s, one of the many vendors 
who participated in the 3rd Annual Florida 

Keys Seafood Festival, January 2008. 
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