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Monroe County Government enters a contest sponsored by NACo 
     This project is to educate Monroe County employees 
and residents in ways to save energy at home and on the 
highway. County Representatives of the project are: 
Priscilla London, CPM, CEM, Senior Safety Administrator 
Alicia Betancourt, Extension Services, Community      
Development and Family & Consumer Sciences agent 

     There are two challenges for everyone to enter: One is 
Energy Star and the other is Drive $marter. Just click on 
the links below to get started. NACo will be keeping track of 
our participation through the number of people with the zip 
codes in Monroe County. The contest will continue until 
November 30, 2008, and you will be receiving helpful hints 
on saving energy and highway miles through NACo and 
Monroe County representatives. Let’s all do our part to 
lower the cost of a barrel of oil. 

Monroe County is asking residents and             
employees to “Change the World” and          
“Drive $marter” 

Mayor Mario Di Gennaro proclaimed Monroe 
County's participation in the National Association 
of Counties (NACo) national competitions at the 
July 16, 2008 BOCC meeting. 

Change the World, Start With the ENERGY STAR 
Campaign and the Drive $marter Challenge. 

To participate, log on to the two links below. 

Energy Star - Change the World: 
www.greencounties.org/changetheworld 

Change the World with Drive $marter Challenge: 
www.drivesmarterchallenge.org and complete the        
challenge, then click on Change the World. 

     The Change the World campaign, formerly the Change 
a Light campaign, is an energy efficiency campaign in 
which counties collect pledges from County employees and 
residents to not only change a light in their home to an  
energy efficient one, but to also take other actions to save 
energy. Energy-saving actions could include power  
managing computers, choosing Energy Star appliances, or 
properly programming home thermostats. 
     The Drive $marter Challenge is a fuel-efficiency  
campaign launched May 20 by The Wal-Mart Foundation, 
NACo, and 16 additional diverse public and private-sector 
partners to help U.S. consumers lower their gasoline costs 
by using less. The campaign offers effective money- and 
gas-saving tips in English and Spanish and extensive    
additional resources – all aimed at keeping more money in 

drivers’ pockets and reducing the number of costly trips to 
the pump. 
     Monroe County has accepted both of NACo’s  
challenges. 
     Three winning counties (one each from a small, medium 
and large county) from this year’s Change the World    
competition will receive 1,000 free compact fluorescent 
light bulbs (CFLs) from Office Depot. In addition, Office 
Depot will offer each individual who takes the pledge a 
10% discount on its new Office Depot Green Brand      
compact fluorescent light bulbs, valid beginning August 1. 
     Three winning counties from this year’s Drive $marter 
Challenge will receive 1,000 bottles of fuel additive/cleaner 
products from AutoZone to help vehicles become more 
fuel-efficient. In addition, each participant in the Drive 
$marter Challenge will receive valuable coupons from 
Exxon Mobil and AutoZone. 
     Pledge collections for both competitions will be taken 
through November 30, 2008. 
     Monroe County is proud to do its part in this nationwide 
effort to promote energy and fuel efficiency practices that 
help consumers lower their energy and gasoline costs.  
Energy savings and fuel efficiency is important to Monroe 
County because it saves consumers and taxpayer’s 
money, and helps protect the environment since it lessens 
greenhouse gas emissions and reduces air pollution.   
Monroe County is committed to helping residents and    
employees combat rising energy and fuel costs by  
reducing electrical and gasoline use. 
     For more information about NACo’s role in the Change 
the World, Start With Energy Star Campaign and the Drive 
$marter Challenge, visit 
www.greencounties.org/competitions.  
     Monroe County, as a member of NACo, is participating 
in both challenges. 
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     You undoubtedly have seen the    
acronym EDIS on our Web site, 
http://monroe.ifas.ufl.edu,  
 
 
 
 
but do you know what it stands for?  
“Electronic Data Information Source” 
is a University of Florida, Institute of 
Food & Agricultural Sciences  
(UF/IFAS) Web site that contains  
hundreds of Extension publications 
written by UF/IFAS faculty and staff. It 
also includes a searchable database 
as well as a listing of individual UF/
IFAS departments and programs. 
Full-text documents can be viewed 
online and are also available as PDF 
documents suitable for printing. 
     It is extremely user-friendly and 
convenient to use especially when 
you need information at 2 a.m. when 
you can’t sleep and our office is 
closed at that time. 
     Instructions on how to use the 
EDIS Web site: After logging onto 
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu (see graphic 
below), type in what you want to find 
[ex: iguana] in the Search box on the 
right-hand side and click on GO. All 
publications that contain the word 
“iguana” will appear, along with a  
sentence/description from the  
publication. Click on whichever search 
result you want and it will come up on 
your screen. Print it out. It’s that    
simple! Try it sometime to see how 
easy it really is! 

 

     Doug Gregory, Sea Grant Agent, 
was quoted extensively in the June 
issue of Occupational Health & Safety 
magazine in an article titled, 
“Imperfect Storm - The dangers of 
commercial fishing run deep.” He was 
also quoted in a Keys Sunday article, 
“Solar hot water can save you 
money.” Doug was listed as a  
recipient of a National Marine  
Fisheries Service, NOAA, and Fish for 
the Future Foundation award in the 
July 2008 issue of National  
Fisherman magazine. He spoke on 
WGMX Radio’s “Morning Mix” show 
and twice on US 1 Radio’s “Morning  
Magazine” show about the impending 
public hearings and fishery meetings. 
     Kim Gabel, Environmental  
Horticulture Agent, spoke on WGMX 
Radio’s “Morning Mix” show to talk 
about the events scheduled for the 
Tenth Annual Florida Keys Tropical 
Fruit Fiesta, and appeared on US 1 
Radio’s “Morning Magazine” show to 
discuss her newly-created blog. She 
was quoted in a Keynoter news article 
regarding iguanas, and in a Key West 
Citizen article about community  
gardening. 
     Alicia Betancourt, Family and 
Community Development Agent, 
spoke on US 1 Radio’s “Morning 
Magazine” show twice; once about 
Senior Heat Stress and again about 
NACO’s contests. She appeared on 
WGMX Radio’s “Morning Mix” show 
to discuss energy savings and fuel 
efficiency. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

The Workforce Commute Shuttle 
     Have you given thought to taking 
advantage of the low bus fares that 
the Key West Transit offers? If so, 
you know how much money is saved 
by taking the bus to work. If not, 
maybe you should consider taking the 
bus and see for yourself how much 
money you can save. The complete 
schedule can be found at http://
www.keywestcity.com/egov/
docs/1209991161_463653.pdf. 
 

What is EDIS? 

     As the price of gasoline continues 
to rise, Florida Keys residents are 
finding that getting to their jobs is  
becoming more expensive every day. 
Thanks to Green Living & Energy 
Education (GLEE), a computerized, 
online carpool service that matches 
drivers with riders was created. 
     The new service offers a secure 
way for people who want to share 
rides and gas expenses to find others 
who travel the same route they do. 
Whether the commute is 50 miles or 
under one mile, any Keys resident 
can register to share rides and save 
money. 
     How it works: Go online to 
www.carpoolworld.com/keysglee.html 
and register to log in. Enter the street 
address of your home and  
destination (such as workplace), and 
the system will quickly show a list of 
similar trips from the stored database. 
The trips are also displayed visually 
on detailed maps. Users can then 
contact each other by phone or e-mail 
to set up a ride-sharing arrangement. 
     The service is mainly intended for 
commuters, but will work for any type 
of trip including one-time trips. Also, 
anyone who organizes a “one-time” 
event and would like to promote    
carpooling to that event, can submit a 
listing for free. There will also be a 
calendar of events on the Web site, 
which may include concerts, festivals, 
weddings, parties, conferences,      
picnics, etc. 
     There is no fee to register for the 
service and all e-mail addresses are 
secure. Users may want to get to 
know each other via e-mail before 
committing to sharing a ride and this 
service makes that easy to do. 
     The carpool site, created by     
www.Carpoolworld.com, is completely  
computerized, and uses GPS data to 
find nearby commuters. As the list 
increases, users will find more 
matches for their desired commutes. 
     Questions? Send an e-mail to 
 carpool@keysglee.com. 
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      Marine  
       News 
             Doug Gregory 

 

            Horticulture 
               News 
             Kim Gabel 

     Kim developed an environmental 
horticulture blog called “Florida Keys 
Landscape Advisor” 
www.floridakeyslandscapeadvisor.com 
that provides information about insect 
and plant problems found in the  
Florida Keys and appropriate control 
measures. The blog is located on the 
World Wide Web, Extension’s Web 
site, and the University of Florida  
Gardening Blogs at http://
gardeningsolutions.ifas.ufl.edu/giam/. 
     Monroe County Schools  
Superintendent Randy Acevedo  
approved the GLEE/Key West  
Community Gardens group use of a 
large, empty area at May Sands 
School on United Street as a  
community garden to grow fruits, 
vegetables, and herbs. Tim May, one 
of the local garden coordinators,  
invited Kim to be a board member and 
asked her to provide expert  
horticultural advice, logistics, and 
planting specifics. 
     If anyone can donate or let the 
group borrow the items listed below, 
please e-mail Tim at  
kwluckybean@yahoo.com. 
• Long hoses 
• Hoes/rakes/shovels/picks 
• Hand tools 
• Wheelbarrows 
• Top soil 
• Plastic pots for growing 
• Bricks, cinderblocks, pavers 
• Various lumber sizes, plywood 
• Bags of stone 
• Rebar - 2 foot lengths 
• 50-gallon drums for rain barrels 
• Corrugated metal or plastic strips 

for building compost sheds 
• Tool shed for storage 
They could use help with: 
◊ Assembling the beds 
◊ Planting around the fence 
◊ Building a small gazebo/pavilion 
◊ Installing rain barrels 
◊ Truck for delivering materials 
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     Doug participated in the Monroe 
County Emergency Management  
Recovery Plan Workshop to help  
develop a post disaster recovery plan. 
     He attended three MC Board of 
County Commission budget meetings. 
     Doug compiled a list of solar electric 
photovoltaic installers that do business 
in the Keys, and met with building  
inspectors of Key West and Monroe 
County to discuss potential code issues 
with photovoltaic installations. 
     He participated in a one-day reef 
cleanup of the Marathon area with the 
lobster industry and The Nature  
Conservancy volunteers to remove  
underwater debris. 
     Doug organized and conducted a 
Coral Acropora Meeting between local 
lobster fishermen and NOAA Fisheries 
Protected Species Division to discuss 
the processes involved with the  
Endangered Species Act and how it 
may impact future fishing activities. 
     He organized and conducted a 
working group meeting between lobster 
fishermen and FWC lobster biologists 
to design a research proposal to  
evaluate trap gear modifications  
designed to reduce trap movements 
during storm events. 
     Doug attended a meeting of the 
Lobster Industry Advisory Board to  
discuss potential regulatory actions to 
consider for presentation to the FWC 
when they meet in Key West in  
December 2008. 
     He participated in a Gulf of Mexico 
Fishery Management Council, Grouper 
Limited Access Committee conference 
call to review the proposed actions in 
Amendment 29 of the Reef Fish  
Management Plan. 
     Doug attended the Gulf of Mexico 
Fishery Management Council’s public 
hearing on Grouper Limited Access, 

Spiny Lobster  
Imports, and  
Aquaculture  
Public Hearing, 
which was held in 
the Keys. 
 

      Alicia developed educational  
outreach material on the Change the 
World campaign, an energy efficiency 
campaign in which counties collect 
pledges from County employees and 
residents to not only change a light in 
their home to an energy efficient one, 
but to also take other actions to save 
energy. The information was sent to 
all County employees via e-mail. 
     She held an advisory committee 
meeting to give highlights and a quick 
analysis of where each program is to 
date and to do a mid-year program 
review. The committee looked at 
where they are versus where they 
expected to be and planned  
accordingly for each program. 
     Alicia began training to use the 
ICLEI software to start the 5-step 
process of emissions inventory under 
the Cities for Climate Protection® 
Campaign. The program is designed 
to educate and empower local  
governments to take action on climate 
change. It is a performance-based 
campaign that offers a framework for 
local governments to reduce  
greenhouse gas emissions and  
improve livability within their  
municipalities. To begin, greenhouse 
gas emissions for a base year (e.g., 
2000) and for a forecast year (e.g., 
2015) must be calculated. The  
calculations capture emissions levels 
from all municipal operations (e.g., 
County-owned and/or operated  
buildings, streetlights, transit systems,  
facilities). This inventory and forecast 
provide a benchmark for the planning 
and monitoring progress. As part of 
the counties climate mitigation work, 
the “Five Milestones” will be used, 
which were developed by ICLEI to 
assist US local governments in  
implementing local approaches for 
reducing global warming and air  
pollution emissions, with the  
additional benefit of improving  
community livability and reducing  
energy and fuel usage. 

  Family &  
  Community  
  Development 
  Alicia Betancourt 
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CED:Douglas R. Gregory, Jr. 

We’re on the Web at http://monroe.ifas.ufl.edu 

1100 Simonton Street, Suite 2-260 
Key West, FL 33040 

UF/IFAS/MONROE COUNTY EXTENSION 

Phone: 305-292-4501 
Fax: 305-292-4415 
E-mail: Monroe@ifas.ufl.edu 
Newsletter Editor: Dawn Thomas, Monroe County 
Employee of the Month, December 2007 
 

http://solutionsforyourlife.ufl.edu 

     Extension programs and activities are open to all 
persons and do not discriminate with regard to race, 
creed, color, religion, age, disability, sex,  sexual 
orientation, marital status, national origin, political 
opinions or affiliations. 

CED:Douglas R. Gregory, Jr. 

QUARTERLY CONTACTS 

                 May           June          July    Total 

    Phone calls    449              391           401            1241 
 

    Office visitors      25                34             30                89 

    Visits to clients     29                19             13                61 

    Group teachings     26                  7             14                47 

         Participants   845              114           246            1205 

    Media materials       9                  5             16                30 

    Bulletins distributed   789              422           404            1615 

    TOTAL contacts 2172              992         1124            4288 

Presentation Speakers 

      Fran Wagner      Richard Campbell 
      “Septics to Cisterns”      “Tough Love for Better Mangos”  
 
“Preparing Your Tropical Fruit Trees to Weather the  
               Hurricane Season”  Jonathan Crane 

Homegrown Fruit 
Contest Judges Fruit Trees for Sale 

The Fruit Display from the Fruit & Spice 
Park, Homestead, was an eye-
catching array of colors. 

To see more photos of the 10th Annual Florida Keys Tropical 
Fruit Fiesta, log on to our 2008 Fruit Fiesta Web Photo Page 

http://monroe.ifas.ulf.edu/lawn/TFF/2008_Photo_Gallery.htm 
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